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Mercy-USA Carrying Out a US Government-Funded
School Lunch Program in Albania

Through a United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Global Food for Education (GFE) grant worth
over $3 million, Mercy-USA for Aid and Development is carrying out a daily school lunch program for over
30,600 children attending 67 primary schools in ten districts in the economically depressed northern and 
central regions of Albania.

The objectives of this project, which began in September 2002 and ends in June 2003, are to encourage
attendance, reduce drop out rates, especially among girls, and improve academic performance.  All student
achievement indicators increased at the end of the first semester of this school year when compared to the
same period last year.

Total student enrollment was up 4.7% from 29,254 in 2001/2002 to 30,627 in 2002/2003.  Enrollment
among girls increased 5.7% from 14,304 to 15,120.  Total student attendance also increased 1.47% (from
98.27% to 99.74%), and, specifically, 1.44% among girls (from 98.34% in 2001/2002 to 99.78% in
2002/2003).

Moreover, the total percentage of students who successfully passed, based on first semester results, increased
12% (from 85.06% who passed in 2001/2002 to 97.10% in 2002/2003) and 8.3% among girls (from 89.09%
in 2001/2002 to 97.43% in 2002/2003). Total student average grades also increased 5.6% from 7.1 to 7.5 out
of 10, and, specifically, 8.2% among girls from 7.3 in 2001/2002 to 7.9 out of 10 in 2002/2003.

Under the GFE program, USDA provided M-USA with over 13 million pounds of US agricultural commodities
(10.88 million pounds of wheat flour, 1.85 million lb. of rice and 328,000 lb. of corn oil) for direct feeding and
bartering.  Mercy-USA used rice, corn oil, and some wheat flour baked into bread for direct feeding and
bartered much of the commodity received for locally produced foodstuffs necessary for well-balanced meals for
the children.

Through GFE, USDA donated surplus US agricultural commodities for use in school feeding and pre-school
nutrition projects in developing countries.  The World Food Programme (WFP) and 14 Private Voluntary
Organizations (PVOs), including Mercy-USA, were selected as grantees under this pilot program.

Mr. James Jeffrey, US Ambassador to Albania, visiting
Peze e Vogel Primary School in Tirana on December 6,

2002. This school is one of 67 that participated in M-USA’s
USDA-funded school lunch program in Albania.

Primary school students receiving lunch from
Mercy-USA through USDA grant.
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In 2002, Mercy-USA for Aid and Development

successfully completed the construction of a 

ten-classroom primary school in the village of

Likovac/Likoc in central Kosovo.  Construction of

Emin Duraku School began in September 2001

and was completed in June of last year.  The

school includes kindergarten to ninth grade and is

serving approximately 500 students from

Likovac/Likoc and five other surrounding villages

in the municipality of Srbica/Skenderaj.

The new ten-classroom school building, includ-

ing a library, replaces the original eight-classroom

structure that was destroyed during the 1999 war.

Before construction of the new facility, students

had been studying in shipping containers 

converted into makeshift classrooms. 

The school was officially opened during an 

inauguration ceremony held on September 2,

2002.  The ceremony was attended by the Second

Secretary of the Sultanate of Brunei’s Embassy in

France Ms. Noorafzah Ahmad, United Nations

Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK)

Municipal Administrator Robert Charmbury, 

representatives from UNMIK’s Department of

Education and UNICEF, NGO representatives, local

school officials, town residents, teachers, students,

and Mercy-USA personnel who organized the

event with the assistance of the school’s staff.

This project was made possible through a grant

from UNMIK, with funds provided by the

Sultanate of Brunei, and through the generous

support of our private individual donors.

In May 2002, M-USA distributed educational

supplies to a school in the village of Molliq located

in the Djakovica/Gjakova municipality.

Supporting the Education of Kosovo’s Children

Ms. Noorafzah Ahmad of Brunei’s Embassy in France 
standing next to M-USA Balkan Program Director Hussam
Fawal (on right) after inaugural ceremony officially opening

Emin Duraku School in Kosovo. Other M-USA personnel
including Kosovo Program Director Abdinasir Nur (2nd row

far right) are standing with them.

Emin Duraku school during an early stage of its construction
by M-USA.

Emin Duraku students performing during the inauguration
ceremony on September 2, 2002.
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A child being examined at Mercy-USA’s MCH
Clinic in Somalia.

Mercy-USA Supports Family Farmers in Bosnia
through USDA Grants

During 2002, with two US Department of Agriculture grants, Mercy-USA for Aid and Development provided
1,144 rural families in the Brcko District of Bosnia with a choice of agricultural inputs.  M-USA, through our partner
Counterpart International (CPI), also held training seminars for farmers and others, and cleared and reforested 50
acres of denuded/infested land at three Brcko District nurseries.

From May to November 2002, Mercy-USA provided 1,144 rural families with a choice of gardening tools, fruit
trees, beehives, bee colonies, broiler chickens or egg-laying chickens.  From February to October 2002, CPI 
organized a number of training seminars for local farmers and others on such topics as fodder crops, fruit tree 
illnesses, corn crop pests, beekeeping and the state of Brcko’s environment.

Since 1999, under the agriculture revitalization part of both USDA grants, M-USA has provided over 6,460 
displaced and returnee families in Brcko District with various agricultural inputs to assist them in reviving their small
farming businesses.  These inputs have included sheep, in addition to the items mentioned above. 

Mercy-USA has also trained executives and managers in the wheat milling industry and other agri-businesses.
Further, through our partner CPI, M-USA has supported urban greening, reforestation and other environment-
enhancing programs.

Thus far, the projects, funded by these grants, have impacted over 10,000 people directly or indirectly and
improved the environment in towns with a total population in the thousands.  These projects have already helped
returnee and formerly displaced families take an important step towards a return to self-sufficiency in the near and
long term by facilitating the production of food at home.

Protecting the Health of
Mothers and Children in

Somalia
Since 1997, Mercy-USA for Aid and Development has operated a

mother/child health clinic (MCH) in Jilib, Somalia.  The MCH not
only serves mothers, children, and women of childbearing age, but
also the general public.  

The clinic provides curative services, labor and delivery, pre-natal
and post-natal care, immunizations, micronutrients like vitamin A
supplements, as well as training in midwifery, with 12 courses held
during 2002.  UNICEF supports the MCH with medicines and other
medical supplies.

Since 1990, Somalia has not had a widely recognized or strong
central government, and has been ravaged by intermittent civil war,
famine and drought.  This tragic situation has led to a total collapse
of the country’s fragile public infrastructure, including the health care
system.  Non-governmental organizations, like Mercy-USA, have
been filling the gap left by the absence of government institutions.
M-USA is primarily responsible for health services in the Jilib District.

Beekeepers in Brcko, Bosnia receiving bee colonies from
Mercy-USA through USDA grant.

M-USA distributing tools to returnee families in Brcko,
Bosnia.
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USDA Food Aid Provided to Over 120,000 Vulnerable
Persons in Albania

Through a US Department of Agriculture sub-grant from Counterpart International (CPI) worth approximately
$3.4 million, Mercy-USA for Aid and Development provided over 13 million pounds of wheat flour and beans to
more than 120,000 vulnerable persons (30,225 families) in Albania. This food distribution project, which began in
February 2002 and ended in January 2003, helped to feed orphans, the elderly, single-parent families, and persons
with disabilities living in almost 100 towns and villages in 14 districts throughout the country.

Each client family also had an increased monthly disposable income of at least $12 (equivalent to the market
value of the food items received), a significant savings for these families who often survive on only two to three 
dollars per day.

In addition, the project helped to strengthen the management and logistics capabilities of our eight local partner
organizations, including associations for persons with disabilities, orphans, retirees and youth.

During 2000, M-USA distributed almost 12.9 million pounds of wheat flour to approximately 200,000 vulnerable
persons living in 364 towns and villages throughout Albania.  This 2000 food aid program was also funded through
a USDA sub-grant from CPI.

Women in Tirana receiving USDA flour and beans from
M-USA.

A family in northern Albania receiving USDA wheat flour
from Mercy-USA.

Aid to Children Orphaned
by HIV/AIDS in Kenya

During December 2002, Mercy-USA for Aid and
Development provided 60 HIV/AIDS orphans at the Child
Rescue Center in Sotik, Kenya (about 150 miles south-
west of Nairobi) with a variety of materials to support
their education, provide for their shelter and improve the
hygienic situation at the center.

These 60 orphans, 3 months old to 13 years of age, are
now benefiting from new classroom furniture, including
tables and individual desks and chairs.  M-USA also 
distributed 60 new beds with all bedding items, and 
provided construction material to build two new 
restrooms.

The HIV/AIDS’ pandemic has devastated much of sub-
Saharan Africa including Kenya.  The loss of parents and
other working-age family and community members to
this dreaded disease has created many orphans and has
strained traditional support systems.

HIV/AIDS’ orphans at the Child Rescue Center
in Sotik, Kenya receiving bedding materials

from Mercy-USA.
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Controlling Tuberculosis in Somalia
During 2002, Mercy-USA for Aid and Development continued carrying out its well-recognized tuberculosis (TB)

treatment and prevention program in Somalia.  This program consists of three M-USA specialized treatment centers
with public education and community outreach.  The program also includes care supervision and staff training at
another eight TB centers that are administered by other organizations.

Opened in 1994, Mercy-USA’s center in Mogadishu was the first specialized TB treatment facility to begin opera-
tion in Somalia after the outbreak of civil war in 1990.  M-USA’s second center opened in the northeastern city of
Bosasso in 1995, and the third began in 1999 at our mother/child health clinic (MCH) in the southern town of Jilib.  

Combined, these three centers, which have a cure rate of about 85%, treated 1,500 TB patients in 2002, 
including 218 children.  M-USA utilizes the most effective TB treatment strategy, the Directly Observed Treatment
Short-course (DOTS) method.  During 2002, 11,654 persons were also tested for potential TB infection by the 
laboratories at our centers.  

Last year, M-USA initiated a new collaborative project with the World Health Organization (WHO) and SOS
Children’s Hospital in Mogadishu to focus specifically on children infected with TB.  Mercy-USA treated 100 children
as part of this collaborative effort.

In addition to testing and treatment, our centers educate their local communities about TB prevention.  During
2002, about 2,500 persons attended health education seminars, while approximately 40,000 others indirectly 
benefited through regular educational radio programs conducted by Mercy-USA health personnel.

During 2002, over 100 nursing students from the Mogadishu and Bosasso Institutes of Nursing were also trained
at M-USA TB centers. 

Since 1994, WHO has been providing M-USA with all TB medicines free-of-charge.  In 2000, WHO designated
Mercy-USA as its agency to train and support other non-governmental organizations’ TB programs in Puntland and
the south and central regions of Somalia.

Children at Mercy-USA’ s TB Center in Mogadishu,
Somalia being examined by a doctor.



Relief and Reconstruction Assistance to the Victims
of Communal Violence in India

Since May 2002, Mercy-USA for Aid and Development, through our local partner organization United
Economic Forum (UEF), has provided relief and reconstruction assistance to about 4,000 families left homeless by
communal violence in the State of Gujarat in western India.

From August 2002 to May 2003, M-USA, with a grant to UEF, helped 262 families in 12 villages in Gujarat to
rebuild or repair their homes, which had been destroyed or severely damaged during the communal rioting.
These families received bricks, cement, doors, windows, pipes, and zinc sheets for roofing, and, with UEF’s 
assistance, they used these materials to reconstruct or repair their homes.

During May and June 2002, Mercy-USA, in partnership with UEF, distributed 3,700 household/kitchen kits to
3,700 families left homeless by the rioting.  The average household/kitchen kit included a kerosene camping
stove, bucket, 5 pots and pans, 12 plates and bowls, 9 cups, kettle, rolling pin, 37 utensils, pair of slippers, towel,
bed sheet, comb, bar soap, teeth cleaning powder, etc.

Over 100,000 people were left homeless by communal violence in Gujarat during 2002.  Official figures put
the number of dead at about 900, but some unofficial figures place the number killed at several thousand.

During 2001, Mercy-USA, working through UEF, distributed 995 tents, 10,000 blankets, food and medicine to
approximately 10,000 earthquake survivors in Gujarat.

Children standing in front of their homes that are being
rebuilt by M-USA in Gujarat, India.

Families in Gujarat receiving household/kitchen kits
from Mercy-USA.
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Protecting the Health of
School Children in Kosovo
During 2002, Mercy-USA for Aid and Development

continued its successful program to protect the health of
school children in Kosovo.  From July to September 2002,
M-USA fixed the water and sanitation systems at six
schools in the municipalities of Kamenica and
Lipljan/Lipjan.  During this same period, Mercy-USA also
repaired a seventh school in Kamenica damaged by an
earthquake.

Both projects, which were funded by the United
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), are providing a safer
and more sanitary environment for students and staff.
Since 2000, M-USA, with UNICEF funding, has made
water and sanitation system and other repairs to 31 
primary schools throughout Kosovo.  Like much of
Kosovo’s public infrastructure, many schools, already 
neglected before the 1999 war, were destroyed or badly
damaged during the conflict.

Students in front of their school’s new restrooms built by
Mercy-USA through UNICEF grant in Kosovo.



Rebuilding Homes and Digging Wells for Flood
Survivors in Bangladesh

From November 2002 to February 2003, through a grant to our local partner Islamic Aid Bangladesh (IAB),
Mercy-USA for Aid and Development rebuilt 73 homes destroyed by flooding in the sub-district of Sundargonj in
Gaibandha District (northern Bangladesh).  M-USA also funded the digging of 40 new tube wells to provide safe
drinking water to flood survivors in that sub-district.  Together, these projects are protecting 2,411 persons from the
elements and from potentially serious water-borne illnesses.

During 2000 and 1999, M-USA partnered with IAB to provide 15,500 flood victims with medicine and food.
From 1997 to 1998, Mercy-USA and IAB rebuilt 150 homes and six schools destroyed by severe flooding and
storms and provided dairy cows to poor farmers in cyclone-affected areas.
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Helping to Eradicate
Polio and Controlling
Cholera in Somalia

In February 2002, Mercy-USA for Aid and
Development helped the World Health Organization
(WHO) to carry out a polio eradication campaign in
the Jilib District of southern Somalia that immunized
about 14,400 children.  Since 1998, M-USA has 
participated in this annual WHO program.  Our
efforts have helped to immunize approximately
143,000 children in Jilib District against polio.

During March and April 2002, Mercy-USA helped
control the outbreak of cholera in a portion of Jilib
District.  A Cholera Control Team was dispatched to
the area and treated about 200 infected children and
adults.  The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
and WHO provided the necessary medical supplies
free-of-charge. 

Since 1997, M-USA has played a vital role in provid-
ing safe drinking water and controlling the outbreak
of cholera in Somalia.  Mercy-USA continues to 
chlorinate 62 water sources (24 wells, 36 water tanks
and 2 ice factories) around Mogadishu.  During
2002, M-USA also chlorinated 30 wells and other
water sources in Jilib District.

Mercy-USA’s chlorination activities in Jilib and
Mogadishu are providing safe drinking water to an
estimated 132,500 residents.  UNICEF continues to
provide us with chlorine powder.

Helping Control Malaria
in Somalia

During December 2002, Mercy-USA for Aid and

Development distributed 500 insecticide-treated bed

nets to families with pregnant women and children

under five years of age living in villages around Jilib.

The nets are placed over beds to produce a tent-like

enclosure that surrounds the sleeping person and

prevents contact between the person and potentially

harmful malaria-carrying mosquitoes that are often

most active in the middle of the night.

Bed netting is a very effective method of 

preventing malaria infection.  UNICEF supplied 

M-USA with the nets.  In 2001, Mercy-USA 

distributed 1,064 UNICEF-supplied bed nets to 

vulnerable residents in the Jilib District.

A family in Bangladesh standing in front of
their home being rebuilt by Mercy-USA.

Children and their families in Bangladesh
enjoying fresh water from a tube well built with

Mercy-USA funding.
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WFP-Food Distributed
to the Most Vulnerable

in Albania
From March to June 2002, Mercy-USA for Aid

and Development distributed 700,700 pounds
of WFP food items – wheat flour, beans, 
vegetable oil and sugar - to about 1,000 
vulnerable persons in Rreshen municipality in
northern Albania.  Our clients included orphans
and persons with disabilities.

In 2002, WFP also supported a small Mercy-
USA food-for-work program in the village of
Milot, which was completed in April of last year.
This project involved repairing and resurfacing
1.25 miles of the main road to the village.  
M-USA supervised the repairs, while the local
government provided some material and 
transportation.  The residents of the village 
provided the labor and were compensated with 
WFP-donated food items.

Since 1997, M-USA has carried out a number
of WFP-supported food aid projects throughout
Albania that have helped to feed tens of 
thousands of vulnerable persons in Europe’s
poorest country.

An elderly woman in Albania receiving WFP-food aid from M-USA.

Computer Software
Training in Bosnia

Since December 1998, through a mobile 
center (computers and other training materials
are moved from one fixed site to another),
Mercy-USA for Aid and Development has been 
providing computer software training to 
individuals in towns throughout the Tuzla
Canton.  Three-month training courses are
given in the leading basic office software,
Windows, Microsoft Word and Excel.

At the end of each training session, students
are tested, and if they have mastered the
required skills they receive a certificate.
Employers in the region recognize the quality of
the training and some have requested M-USA
to setup specific courses for their employees.
As of December 2002, over 750 persons have
graduated from this program.

Students during one of Mercy-USA’s computer software training
courses in Albania.

Repairing Kosovo’s Public Infrastructure
From April to June 2002, Mercy-USA for Aid and Development repaired and refurbished regional Pension Fund 

buildings in Djakovica/Gjakova, Urosevac/Ferizaj, Gnjilane/Gjilan and Mitrovica. In April and May 2002, M-USA also 
refurbished one Municipal Civil Registration Center in Malisheve/Malishevo municipality.  UNMIK fully funded these 
refurbishment projects.
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Seasonal Food Aid and Clothing Provided 
Around the World

During 2002, Mercy-USA for Aid and Development provided meat, rice, pasta, beans, cooking oil, flour, other food
items and clothing to over 100,000 vulnerable persons in Albania, Bosnia, Kenya, Kosovo, Somalia, Bangladesh, India,
and to Chechen refugees in Turkey.  M-USA distributed the above food items and clothing to orphans, the elderly,
displaced individuals, refugees, persons with disabilities and those living in poverty.

Food was provided as hot meals and food packages during the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan, while the 
clothing was distributed as gifts during Eid ul-Fitr, the holiday that marks the end of the fast.  In addition, about
65,000 pounds of meat was prepared during the Muslim holiday of Eid ul-Adha.  This meat was distributed fresh in
Kenya, Somalia, Bangladesh, India, and Turkey.  In Albania, Bosnia and Kosovo, Mercy-USA canned the Eid ul-Adha
meat and distributed it throughout the year.

Children in Bangladesh enjoying their Iftar meal funded
by M-USA.

Village school children in India receiving food packages
funded by Mercy-USA.

Elderly women in Bosnia with their
Mercy-USA food packages.

An elderly man in Kosovo receiving a food package from
M-USA.

Children in Albania enjoying a Ramadan Iftar meal.
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Statement of Financial Position
December 31, 2002

Audit Letter from Certified Public

Accountants

Year Ended
December 31, 2002

2002 Financial Audit
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Statement of Functional ExpensesYear Ended December 31, 2002

2002 Financial Audit

Graphs of Functional Expenses 
and Program Service Expenses

Year Ended December 31, 2002
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Statement of Cash Flows

Year Ended
December 31, 2002

2002 Financial Audit

Statement of
Activities

Year Ended

December 31, 2002
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2002 Financial Audit

Notes To The Financial Statements – Year Ended December 31, 2002
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Notes To The Financial Statements – Year Ended December 31, 2002

2002 Financial Audit
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2002 Financial Audit

Indirect 
Cost Allocation

Schedule

Year Ended
December 31,

2002

Supplemental
Statement of
Revenues and

Program
Expenses

Year Ended
December 31,

2002
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Founded in 1986, Mercy-USA,

for Aid and Development 

(M-USA),  is a nonprofit relief 

and development organization 

dedicated to alleviating human 

suffering and supporting individuals

and their communities in their efforts 

to become more self-sufficient.  

M-USA ‘s projects focus on 

improving health and promoting 

economic and educational growth

around the world.

Special ways to join 
Mercy-USA in

“Helping People Help
Themselves”™

These special ways of joining 
M-USA in this vital effort
include:

1) encouraging your employer 
to match your donation, or

2) donating stocks, or

3) making a bequest.

Please call us at 

1-800-55MERCY
(1-800-556-3729)

to discuss options.

You may also participate in the
Automatic Giving Program; a gift
of your choice is automatically
deducted monthly from your
bank or major credit card
account (please clip the adjoining
form and mail it along with a
voided check).

Personal Information
Name_______________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________

City_______________________________________________________ 

State/Province_______________  Zip/Postal Code_______________

Country___________________  Work Phone______________________

Home Phone______________________  Fax_____________________

E-mail_____________________________________________________

❑ One Time Donation     ❑ Monthly Donation
❑ $10 ❑ $25 ❑ $50 ❑ $100 ❑ $250 ❑ Other $______

❑ Check
❑ Credit Card (Fill out Section A)
❑ Bank Auto Withdrawal (Fill out Section B)
❑ Pledge
I give my permission to Mercy-USA/Mercy-USA (Canada)  to
withdraw from my Credit Card or Bank Account the amount I
have indicated above. I also understand that I may change or end a
monthly donation agreement at any time with a written notice.

A) Credit Card Information (Charged in US Currency)

❑            ❑             ❑             ❑

Account No.________________________________________________

Expiration Date____________________________________________

Signature_________________________________________________

B) Banking Information (For Banks in the US Only)
Please include a voided check to avoid any delays due to
inaccurate data. 

❑ Checking Account                   ❑ Savings Account

Bank Route (ABA) No. (9 digits)_____________________________

Account No.________________________________________________

Starting with _______/________/ 20_____

Signature__________________________________________________

Date_______________________________________________________

Important!
Please fill out the Personal Information section.

Kindly send your tax deductible donation made payable to:
Mercy-USA for Aid and Development

US Federal Tax # 38-2846307
44450 Pinetree Drive, Suite 201, Plymouth, MI 48170-3869

or
Mercy-USA for Aid and Development (Canada)

Canadian Charitable Registration # 89458–5553–RR0001
Fiesta RPO P.O. Box 56102, 102 Hwy #8, Stoney Creek, ON L8G 5C9

Canada
Telephone 734-454-0011   1-800-55-MERCY (1-800-556-3729)

Facsimile 734-454-0303
e-mail  mercyusa@mercyusa.org         http://www.mercyusa.org

Contribution / Pledge Form


